My Story

Escape to the Outdoors
Montour Preserve
By Jon Beam, Montour Area Rec. Commission

"Now, hardly a day goes by that someone doesn’t see at
least one of the resident eagles that have been nesting here
for almost a decade."
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Over the course of my twenty-five years at the
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from near and far to enjoy
the educational and
recreational opportunities
here. Montour Preserve,
located in rural Montour
County, is a hidden gem
according to many
visitors who spend time at the preserve. This
great family destination offers 966 acres to enjoy
nature, picnic, fish, boat, hike, photograph, or
just relax in an outdoor setting. Educational
programs for the public and visiting schools,
scouts, and special interest groups are standard
fare at the preserve. One of the most popular
programs is the annual maple sugaring
operation, which gives visitors a look into the
history and tradition of making maple syrup. It
was one of the first educational programs
offered by Montour Preserve and has
introduced several generations to the sights,
sounds, and smells of a maple sugaring
operation.

Change continues at
Montour Preserve. When a
recent sale of the
landholdings to a new
owner threatened to make
drastic changes in access to
the preserve, public outcry
and support brought Montour Area
Recreation Commission into the picture. After
months of negotiation, they now manage the
operation of the preserve for the current
owners. Public support has been
overwhelming in providing funding for
maintenance and operations for the past two
years. And now a DCNR grant will expand
those funds for an additional two years. We
can't predict what changes are in store after
that, but for now Montour Preserve serves
appreciative visitors who enjoy the beauty
and opportunities the preserve offers.

Even older than the preserve’s maple sugaring-by several hundred million years--are the fossils.
An old shale bank known as the Fossil Pit is
open for people to collect fossils of creatures that
lived in the shallow sea that once covered
Pennsylvania millions of years ago. It is a
favorite stop for young and old alike and has
sparked an interest in our distant past in many a
child.
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