My Story

Service and Learning
Antietam Lake Park
By Jay Worrall, Director of Holleran Center

" When our students leave Antietam Lake Park at
the end of a day of service, they are tired, dirty,
and newly inspired.
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the Parks Department staff’s ability to describe
and demonstrate the importance of parks and
public outdoor spaces to students while
working alongside them. When our students
leave Antietam Lake Park at the end of a day of
service, they are tired, dirty, and newly inspired.
They understand that places like Antietam can
show to generation after generation the value of
the natural world. Parks can help connect
people to the natural spaces around them, and
hopefully instill in people an understanding of
the need for all of us to be better stewards of the
planet we live on.
These experiences have shown me that the value
of our parks is rooted as much in their
educational potential as in the preservation of
nature. Over 600 preserved acres is a huge
accomplishment for the Berks County Parks
Department, and one of which they should be
very proud. The potential for these spaces to
impact how we as a community and as a species
interact with our earth is much greater—and
easily seen in the joy of our young people when
helping with the renovation of Antietam Lake
Park!
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